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Alaska  Air  Tour  Plans  Completed 

The  Aviation  Committee  of  the  Montana  Chamber 
of  Commerce  set  final  plans  for  its  Air  Tour  to  Canada 
and  Alaska  at  a meeting  in  Plentywood,  March  29 

Ed  Kellner,  business  manager  of  the  Montana  Cham- 
ber, and  Dick  Munroe.  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Com- 
mission, reported  on  their  survey  flight  of  the  route,  meet- 
ings with  Chamber  of  Commerce  members  in  cities  and 
towns  along  the  way,  and  the  programs  arranged  for  air 
tour  members. 

As  a result  of  the  programs  arranged  by  the  survey 
team,  the  registration  fee  for  the  Tour  was  set  at  $40,00 
per  person.  This  fee  will  include  maps,  five  official  ban- 
quets, two  official  luncheons  and  some  of  the  transporta- 
tion fees  to  and  from  airfields.  A booklet  of  tickets  will 
be  issued  at  departure  points.  Although  the  registration 
fee  was  increased,  it  will  actually  result  in  lower  over-all 
costs  for  the  Air  Tour  because  of  reduced  rates  obtained 
by  enthusiastic  Chamber  of  Commerce  support  in  cities 
and  towns  along  the  route. 

The  Tour  will  form  in  two  flights  at  Great  Falls  and 
Glasgow  May  29  and  will  join  in  Edmonton  the  evening 
of  May  30,  to  continue  the  trip  up  the  Alaska  Highway. 

C.  W.  (Bill)  Bell  of  Glasgow,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Aviation  Committee  said  registration,  which  will  be  limit- 
ed, will  close  May  1.  This  is  to  assure  adequate  accomoda- 
tions for  people  making  the  Tour. 

The  route  follows  the  highway  and  is  easy  flying.  It 
will  pass  over  some  of  the  world’s  most  beautiful  terrain; 
in  addition — as  one  wit  put  it — "people  making  the  tour 
will  see  more  damn'  Christmas  trees  than  they  have  ever 
seen  in  their  lives." 

Aircraft  making  the  tour  will  cover  approximately 
5,000  miles.  Have  your  airplane  in  good  shape — service 
along  the  route  is  expensive  and  quite  limited.  A Stand- 
ard credit  card  will  carry  you  all  the  way;  however,  in 
some  places  Texaco  and  Shell  service  is  available.  Bring 
your  tie-downs. 

The  survey  team  tried  to  arrange  stops  so  that  ade- 
quate accomodations  were  available  However,  a sleeping 


\ 


Alaska  Air  Tour  Survey  Team. 

Ken  Bailey,  Chairman  of  the  Aviation  Committer  of  the 
Great  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Ed  Kellner,  Business 
Manager  of  the  Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Kluanc  Lake, 
emergency  strip  Several  hours  were  spent  here  by  the  team 
waiting  for  weather  to  clear  ahead. 


bag  might  be  useful  if  weather  were  to  force  a detour  or 
delay  at  some  of  the  lunch  stops. 

As  you  will  notice  by  the  itinerary,  flying  time  each 
day  has  been  limited  to  three  to  five  hours.  This  was  done 
to  allow  maximum  flexibility  in  the  schedule  and  to  af- 
ford time  for  side  excursions,  fishing,  visiting  and  sight- 
seeing. 

The  only  "Regimentation"  required  on  the  flight  will 
be  that  requested  by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trans- 
port in  flying  single-engine  aircraft  over  the  Inland  Route 
to  Alaska. 


Shown  above  are  the  routes  to  be  taken  by  Montana 
Pilots  on  the  Air  Tour.  Elsewhere  in  the  Newsletter  a 
tentative  schedule  appears. 


Coming  Aviation  Events 

April  29 — Fly-In,  barbeque,  dance,  get-together  Spon- 
sored by  Lethbridge  Flying  Club  for  Montana  pilots. 

April  30 — Dedication  Fly-In,  Chester  Airport.  Breakfast 
until  10  A M. 

May  26-27 — Montana  Pilots  Association,  Annual  meeting, 
Glasgow 

May  28 — Flying  Farmers  and  Ranchers  annual  meeting, 
Langhus  Ranch,  Big  Timber 

May  29-June  8 — Alaskan  Air  Tour  sponsored  by  Mon- 
tana Chamber  of  Commerce. 

June  3-4 — Fourth  Annual  Pendleton  Aviation  Day  and 
Fly-In.  Pilots’  clinic  and  banquet  June  3.  Chuck  Wag- 
on breakfast  and  air  show  the  fourth.  Pendleton,  Ore- 
gon. 


MEMBER 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIATION  OFFICIALS 

PURPOSE  —"To  foster  aviation  as  an  Industry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  as  an  arm  of  the  national 
defense,  to  join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  in  research,  development,  and  advancement  of  aviation;  to  develop 
uniform  aviation  laws  and  regulations;  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operation  and  mutual  aid  among  the  several  states." 


Application  for  Alaska  Air  Tour 
May  29  to  June  8,  1961 
Return  to  Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Box  1730,  Helena 

We  want  to  go  along  on  the  Air  Tour  to  Alaska. 

There  will  be people  in  our  party  We  are  en- 

closing our  checks  for  $40.00  per  person,  made  payable 
to  the  Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce.  We  understand 
this  will  be  used  as  a registration  fee  to  cover  a set  of 
charts  for  each  aircraft,  official  banquets  and  luncheons 
and  part  of  the  taxi  fees.  I understand  all  other  charges 
for  rooms,  taxi,  extra  meals  will  be  on  a no-host  basis. 

Aircraft  Owner  

Address ...  

Pilot FAA  License  No 

Address 

Aircraft  No Make 

Radio  Equipment  on  Board— 

Names  and  Address  of  Passengers 


(Check):  We  will  report  for  assembly  and  briefing  at 
Glasgow  □;  Great  Falls  □;  at  10:30  A M.  at  the  Air- 
port, on  May  29.  Please  keep  me  advised  of  Air  Tour 
information. 

We  desire  single  rooms  □ 

We  will  share  a room  □ 


On  Board  March  22,  1961 

Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 


CESSNA  180 


By  Ken  Bailey,  Chairman  of  Aviation  Committee 
Great  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce 


We  are  leaving  Anchorage  at  9:40  A.M.  after  two  de- 
lays— one  radio  repair  and  the  other  a fire  in  the  induc- 
tion system  as  a result  of  cold  weather  starting. 

After  leaving  Great  Falls  a week  ago  yesterday  we 
have  had  many  memorable  experiences.  I shall  try  to 
leave  these  to  other  writers  and  confine  my  remarks  to 
a few  suggestions  to  those  contemplating  this  trip.  First, 
you  must  consider  it  a challenge — a challenge  to  your 
flying  ability,  navigating  via  radio  and  visual  references, 
and  your  ability  to  adjust  to  varying  conditions.  Other 
groups  before  us  were  not  very  good  sportsmen  or  public 
relations  people,  and  left  some  hard  feelings  here  and 
there.  They  complained  about  accommodations,  service, 
food,  etc.,  forgetting  all  the  while  that  they  were  getting 
the  best  of  each  that  was  available  in  the  area.  To  local 
people  this  hurts,  and  soon  they  wonder  why  these  people 
came,  for  they  have  been  used  to  these  conditions  and  it 
is  their  way  of  life.  Then,  of  course,  in  the  larger  towns 
— Edmonton,  Fairbanks  and  Anchorage — facilities  are  ex- 
cellent, but  sleeping  accommodations  will  be  at  a pre- 
mium at  both  Fairbanks  and  Anchorage.  Let  us  also  re- 
member that  we  are  representatives — representatives  of 
our  country,  our  state  and  our  cities— therefore  we  have 
a serious  obligation.  If  this  indicates  that  accommodations 
are  poor  then  I am  in  error,  for  in  most  places  accommoda- 
tions are  quite  comfortable,  and,  of  all  things,  clean. 


If  we  therefore  put  our  best  foot  forward  and  kec 
the  foregoing  in  mind  we  will  find  that  we  are  mectin 
the  friendliest  people  in  the  world,  also  the  most  hospil 
able,  and  people  that  love  to  have  fun  and  love  to  enter 
tain.  These  people  along  the  Highway  are  most  anxiou 
to  see  the  Alaska  Highway  paved  in  its  entirety,  and  fo 
that  reason  are  most  anxious  to  help  us  in  this  cause.  The 
like  to  come  to  Montana  to  shop,  particularly  the  peopl 
from  Alherta  and  along  the  Highway  that  transverse 
British  Columbia,  and  so  of  course  are  hoping  to  see  u 
reciprocate  by  looking  at  their  country  and  seeing  thei 
way  of  life. 


F'cdrral  Aviation  Afi-ncy 
Aviation  Safety 
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UpeSidta'M.'  C&uteA. 


Jess  Owen.  President  of  Missoula  Aerial  Service. 

Jess  W.  Owens,  President  of  Missoula  Aerial  Service, 
is  our  Operator  of  the  Month  According  to  people  who 
have  known  Jess  through  the  years,  he  should  be  tabbed 
Montana's  most  tenacious  flight  operator.  In  addition  to 
all  the  other  ups  and  downs  of  running  a flight  service, 
he  was  burned  out  in  1954.  Before  people  could  get  time 
to  ask  him  what  he  was  going  to  do  next,  Jess  was  re- 
building. 

Jess  Owens  had  his  first  airplane  ride  in  1926  with 
Earl  Vance,  an  early  day  Montana  flyer. 

He  worked  for  a time  during  the  depression  years 
on  construction  work  at  Fort  Peck.  When  he  found  a few 
dollars  extra,  he  continued  flight  instruction. 

When  Uncle  Sam  started  the  Civilian  Pilot  Training 
course,  Jess  became  an  instructor.  In  1942,  he  entered  the 
Air  Force  and  flew  everything  that  had  more  than  one 
engine  in  the  Ferry  Command.  He  did  a stint  overseas 
in  Africa  and  India  in  the  Air  Transport  Command  fly- 
ing C46’s  and  C54’s  for  the  Airlines  Division. 

Born  on  a ranch  in  Deering,  North  Dakota,  Jess  has 
worked  at  flying  and  other  jobs  throughout  the  North- 
west. 

Jess,  his  wife  Alyce  and  daughter  Jan  own  Missoula 
Aerial  Service.  Jan  is  Vice  President  of  the  company  and 
office  manager. 

Missoula  Aerial  Service  has  100,  91  and  80  octane 
fuel  available;  minor  and  major  repair;  flight  instruction 
for  private,  commercial,  instrument,  and  multi-engine 
ratings,  charter  anywhere;  and  heated  storage.  They  also 
give  flight  indoctrination  to  R.O.T.C.  students  at  Mon- 
tana State  University. 

In  addition  to  Jess,  Alyce  and  Jan,  other  employees 
service  the  aviation  public  at  Missoula  Aerial  Service: 
Don  Burks,  Instructor  and  charter  pilot;  Gail  Keilman, 
charter  pilot. 


Jan  Owen,  Pretty  Vice  President,  Office  Manager,  and 
Student  Pilot  of  Missoula  Aerial  Service. 


Holler  to  Acompany  Air  Tour 

Bill  Holter.  owner  of  Station  KLTZ,  Glasgow,  will 
be  among  those  making  the  Montana  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce Air  Tour  to  Canada  and  Alaska. 

Bill  will  make  tape  recordings  along  the  route  to 
send  back  to  Montana  Radio  Stations. 


Radio  Checks? 

In  any  quest  for  safety  one  of  the  ever-present  prom- 
lems  is  complacency.  When  you  have  new  radio  equip- 
ment it  is  easy  enough  to  be  circumspect  about  its  ac- 
curacy, but  after  you've  used  an  omni  receiver  for  a year, 
or  two  years,  or  three  and  found  it  always  accurate  in  its 
bearing  indication,  then  it  finds  a secure  place  in  your 
mind,  and  it  becomes  your  good  old  omni,  dog-like  in  its 
faithfulness. 

Now  in  dog  college  they  taught  us  never  to  assume 
that  just  because  something  had  happened  once  it  would 
necessarily  happen  again — instead,  we  should  assume 
that  it  wouldn't,  and  in  every  situation,  even  the  most 
common  and  repititious  ones,  a quick  reappraisal  should 
be  made  each  time.  Pilots  should  be  like  that,  not  to  be 
cynical,  but  to  be  a smart  pilot. 

We  get  some  help  on  radio  checking  from  the  regula- 
tions. 43.31  says,  in  effect,  that  VOR  equipment  is  not  to 
be  used  on  an  instrument  flight,  unless,  within  the  pre- 
ceding ten  hours  of  flight  time  on  the  aircraft  and  within 
the  past  ten  days,  the  accuracy  of  the  equipment  has  been 
checked,  and  an  entry  made  in  the  aircraft  log  or  other 
permanent  record  showing  the  date,  place,  bearing  error, 
and  signature  of  the  person  making  the  check 

They  then  tell  us  how  to  make  the  check: 

1)  By  tuning  to  an  FAA  operated  or  approved  test 
signal,  or 

2)  By  getting  head  or  tail  to  the  omni  station  (so  that 
no  part  of  the  airplane  will  interfere  with  the  signal  of 
the  nearby  omni)  on  one  of  these  designated  test  spots  on 
an  airport  or 

3)  By  getting  on  a published  air  way  radial  of  an 
omni  station  and  over  a prominent  land-mark  about  20 
miles  from  the  station  on  this  airway,  or 

4)  If  you  have  dual  omni,  by  tuning  both  receivers 
to  a station  and  seeing  if  they  agree  (within  6°)  on  the 
bearing. 

In  the  first  two  checks  the  permissible  error  in  bear- 
ing indication  is  4°,  in  the  second  two,  6°. 

Often  the  spirit  of  the  law  is  as  important  as  the  let- 
ter. We  think  it  is  in  this  case.  By  regulation  we  are  put 
on  notice  that  we  are  using  a navigational  system  in 
which  the  receiver  itself  can  induce  a navigational  error 
By  implication,  oddly,  the  law  says  that  an  omni  re- 
ceiver which  is  accurate  now  is  likely  to  remain  so  for 
ten  days,  or  ten  hours'  use,  whichever  transpires  first.  We 
wonder  about  that. 

In  any  event,  they’ve  given  us  a nudge  in  the  right 
direction,  and  there's  nothing  against  a pilot  being  even 
more  thorough  than  as  prescribed  in  43.31 

Flags?  Most  of  them  show  only  that  the  set  is  on,  the 
station  tuned  best,  and  that  it  is  within  range.  We  do  not 
know  of  any  which  indicate  a bearing  error. 

What  additional  checks  can  we  make? 

One  which  is  easy  is  to  get  a "To”  bearing  set  up  and 
then  change  the  bearing  selector  to  the  reciprocal  and 
see  if  the  course  needle  still  centers.  It  it  doesn't,  by  less 
than  a 6°  change  on  the  bearing  selector,  then  the  bearing 
selector  may  be  on  the  way  out.  As  they  go  out,  some- 
times they  may  give  an  accurate  "To”  bearing  but  be 
unstable  on  the  "From"  setting,  and  vice  versa.  When 
they  become  unstable  on  the  "To"  bearing  you  may  fly 
all  over  the  county  getting  to  the  station  but  will  prob- 
ably wind  up  there  all  right. 

Another  check,  of  course,  is  having  to  take  some  silly 
heading  to  hold  a given  radial.  In  which  case,  wind  ef- 
fects being  allowed  for,  the  trouble  could  be  either  the 
compass  or  the  receiver,  odds  favoring  the  receiver  being 
wrong. 

Before  making  an  omni  instrument  approach  it  is 
possible  in  many  areas,  when  over  the  station  initially, 
to  make  a cross  check  on  some  other  omni  station  in  the 
area 

Those  of  us  who  use  tuneable  receivers  are,  of  course, 
always  aware  that  accurate  tuning  is  important  and  that 
being  a little  off  frequency  can  throw  in  as  much  as  5° 
error  in  bearing  indication. 

Nothing  is  said  in  the  regulations  about  checking  the 
Localizer  reception  periodically,  but  error  there  is  insured 
against  by  the  fact  that  you’d  not  likely  find  the  outer 
marker  initially  if  the  needle  were  off  Also,  in  most  cases, 
an  ADF  is  used,  for  still  more  insurance  and  to  make  it 
easier  to  get  to  the  marker. 

Nothing  is  said  in  the  regulations  about  checking 
ADF’s.  The  ADF,  of  course,  for  bearings,  is  only  as  ac- 
curate as  your  compass,  but  it  can  also  have  quadrantal 
errors  and  a good  way  to  check  this  is  to  tune  some  strong 
distant  station,  get  the  ADF  needle  on  0°,  set  the  DG  on 
O’,  and  then  turn  to  90',  180  , 270',  and  check  the  ADF 
needle  for  its  proper  indication  for  those  changes  in  head- 
ing. Here  again,  precise  tuning  affects  the  answer  con- 
siderably. 

Enough.  Where  the  opportunity  presents,  it  is  good 
practice  to  make  more  or  less  continuous  checks  of  navi- 
gational radio  accuracy,  and  always  before  an  instrument 
approach,  when  possible  In  short,  complacency  is  the 
real  danger. 


Unicom  Notices 

Harlowton 

Wm.  Sanders  informs  us  that  he  is  now  the  operator  of  the 
Harlo  Unicom. 

Columbus 

Unicom  radio  services  are  now  available  from  the  Columbus 
airport  The  radio  is  operated  by  Git  and  Gary  Woltermun,  two 
local  pilots. 

Chinook 

A unicorn  radio  was  recently  installed  in  Chinook  to  serve 
that  area  of  the  "Hi-Line."  Harold  Peterson,  who  is  a pilot,  is 
the  radio  operator. 

Unicom  radios  will  be  installed  at  the  Glendive  and  Bridger 
airports  soon. 


Ai  Klinger 
— Member  — 

Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 


AI  Klinger  represents  the  cities  of  Montana  on  the 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  He  lives  in  Shelby 
with  his  wife  and  son. 

AI  is  secretary  of  the  Municipal  League,  a former 
mayor  of  Shelby  and  is  presently  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
(He  gives  pilots  a special  rate  on  marriages.) 

He  has  served  on  the  Aeronautics  Commission  since 
1950,  and  was  chairman  in  1958. 

Commissioner  Klinger  is  an  advocate  of  the  heli- 
copter and  the  place  this  aircraft  will  lake  in  the  aviation 
industry  of  Montana. 


FAA  Asks  That  Damaged  Propellers  be 
Turned  in  for  Study 

More  information  on  propeller  fatigue  failures  will 
help  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  and  the  industry  to 
make  studies  in  the  interest  of  air  safety,  according  to 
Oscar  Bakke,  Director,  Bureau  of  Flight  Standards. 

To  further  this  objective,  FAA  is  asking  aircraft  own- 
ers and  operators  for  their  cooperation  in  making  failed 
blades  available  FAA  points  out  that  in  many  cases  pro- 
peller manufacturers  would  like  to  install  a new  propel- 
ler on  an  aircraft  on  which  a blade  has  failed  so  that  they 
can  conduct  installation  tests  before  any  other  repair  or 
adjustment  is  accomplished 

National  Bureau  of  Standards  tests  have  shown  that 
fatigue  failure  often  occurs  at  a place  where  previous 
damage  has  been  repaired;  or  due  to  the  metal  being  over- 
stressed  by  too  many  blade  strightening  or  blade  repitch- 
mg  operations.  Both  the  FAA,  in  Civil  Aeronautics  Man- 
ual 18,  and  blade  manufacturers  have  determined  how 
much  a blade  may  be  deformed  and  still  be  straightened. 
Any  dent  or  nick  should  be  considered  a potential  stress 
point  at  which  a fatigue  failure  might  start. 

Information  needed  by  the  FAA  includes  a brief 
maintenance  and  operation  history  of  the  airframe  and 
engine  in  relation  to  propeller  mishaps;  a complete  his- 
tory of  the  propeller,  including  repairs,  alterations  and 
time  in  use;  information  on  any  instance  of  rough  engine 
operation;  and  information  relative  to  engine  crankshaft 
dynamic  damper  condition. 

"Fortunately."  Mr  Bakke  said  in  issuing  the  request 
for  information,  "A  safe  landing  is  usually  accomplished 
with  little  or  no  damage  in  the  event  of  propeller  failure. 
This  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  make  a complete  study  of 
causes,  means  of  prevention,  etc.,  if  we  have  the  failed 
propeller.  The  cooperation  of  owners  will  prove  of  bene- 
fit to  them,  to  the  FAA  and  to  propeller  manufacturers  " 
Owners  of  propellers  that  have  failed  are  urged  to 
deliver  them  to  the  nearest  FAA  District  Safety  Office, 
with  complete  information 


Service  and  Traffic  Statistics  for  Montana  Cities 


February,  1961 
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De- 

planed 

Billings 

112 

116 

939 

888 

Glasgow 

56 

54 

100 

88 

Glendive 

56 

49 

36 

31 

Great  Falls 

56 

55 

245 

285 

Havre  

56 

54 

43 

42 

Lewistown 

56 

52 

49 

29 

Miles  City 

56 

56 

51 

33 

Sidney  

84 

78 

50 

44 

Wolf  Point  56 

Average  Passenger  Load 

Billings-Bismarck  Segment 
Great  Falls-Sidney  Segment 
Billings-Great  Falls  Segment 

50 

25 

49 

4.4 

8.0 

34 

— Helena  — 

Airport  Administration 
Our  Airports  Are  A Good  Investment 

A quarterly  meeting  of  the  Airport  Hoard  administer- 
ing the  Helena  airport  was  held  in  Helena  on  Thursday, 
March  23.  The  meeting  included  a luncheon  at  the  air- 
port, with  Sandy  McPherson,  Chairman  of  the  Helena 
Airport  Board  officiating  and  with  representatives  of  all 
agencies  and  operators  on  the  airport  attending.  Two 
County  Commissioners  and  a member  of  the  City  Council 
attended  the  meeting  together  with  a representative  of 
the  press. 

Some  very  material  information  was  released  by  the 
Airport  Board  Chairman  taken  from  a survey  by  Bud 
Kelleher,  the  Airport  Manager  The  survey  showed  that 
the  aviation  activities  on  the  airport  included  the  full 
time  employment  of  82  people,  with  aviation  operations 
in  Helena  having  one  of  the  largest  payrolls  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  survey  of  the  airport  operations  reported  on  by 
the  Airport  Manager  shows  that  the  annual  payroll  to 
permanent  employees  on  the  airport  in  Helena  was  $431,- 
749.84,  with  an  additional  $10,000.00  in  payroll  for  tem- 
porary seasonal  employees.  There  are  35  aircraft  based 
on  the  Helena  airport;  gasoline  used  or  sold  amounted  to 
123,361  gallons;  6,473  airline  passengers  were  emplaned 
during  the  calendar  year  1960  and  6,438  arrived  in  Helena 
by  airline.  47,576  pounds  of  mail  arrived  in  Helena  and 
36,773  pounds  of  mail  was  sent  from  the  city  during  the 
calendar  year.  65,892  pounds  of  freight  arrived  in  the  city 
by  air  and  15,683  pounds  of  freight  was  shipped  from  Hel- 
ena by  air. 

The  Airport  Board  Chairman  reported  that  the  new 
7,500  foot,  $470,000.00  runway  project  on  the  Helena  air- 
port was  well  underway  with  80  percent  of  the  excava- 
tion and  fill  work  being  completed.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  cost  of  this  major  development  on  the  Hel- 
ena Airport  about  equals  the  annual  payroll  for  employ- 
ees on  the  Helena  airport.  Chairman  McPherson  stated 
that  the  new  control  tower  had  been  completed  and  would 
be  operational  by  August  1. 

An  analysis  of  the  above  information  shows  very  ma- 
terially that  the  Helena  airport  is  an  important  economic- 
al factor  in  Helena  and  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County.  The 
availability  of  the  airport  for  transient  aircraft  operations 
is  of  definite  value  to  Helena  business  in  that  each  pas- 
senger and  crew  member  of  aircraft  arriving  and  depart- 
ing from  the  city  spends  an  average  of  $20.00  a day  with 
various  Helena  businesses,  including  retail  stores,  hotels 
and  restaurants.  The  Helena  Airport  Board  is  bringing 
this  information  to  the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  the 
community  and  pointing  out  to  them  that  their  airport 
is  an  excellent  community  investment. 

Each  representative  of  the  agencies  and  operations 
on  the  airport  attending  the  meeting  was  asked  to  make 
comments  and  suggestions  on  the  administration  of  the 
Helena  airport.  These  comments  and  suggestions  were 
recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  for  later  consid- 
eration and  action  by  the  Helena  Airport  Board  The 
next  meeting  was  scheduled  for  June. 

It  is  suggested  that  you  consider  recommending  to 
your  Airport  Board  that  regular  scheduled  meetings  of 
all  people  associated  with  the  airport  he  held  pertaining 
to  the  administration  of  your  airport  and  that  a study  of 
the  economic  value  of  your  airport  to  your  community 
l>e  made  and  backed  by  actual  figures  on  the  airport  op- 
erations. 

Airports  arc  a very  important  part  of  our  state,  coun- 
ty and  city  economy.  Our  taxpayers  have  a larger  invest- 
ment in  aviation  in  Montana  than  the  people  engaged  in 
the  industry.  We  have  more  money  invested  in  our  air- 
ports than  we  do  in  the  cost  of  the  aircraft  owned  in  Mon- 
tana, You,  as  an  airplane  pilot  and  airplane  owner  should 
take  every  opportunity  to  point  out  to  the  taxpayer  that 
he  is  getting  his  money's  worth. 

—Wiley 


Pioneer  U.  S.  Airline  to  Mark  35th  Anniversary 

A milestone  in  the  annals  of  commercial  aviation  will 
be  celebrated  on  April  17  when  Western  Air  Lines,  the 
nation's  pioneer  air  carrier,  marks  its  35th  anniversary. 

The  oldest  continuously  operated  airline  in  the  U.S., 
Western  took  to  the  skies  on  April  17.  1926,  over  a 651- 
mile  route  linking  Los  Angeles  and  Salt  Lake  City,  via 
Las  Vegas. 

Comparative  statistics  underscore  the  heights  to 
which  WAL  has  soared  since  its  maiden  flight: 

In  1960,  for  example,  the  airline  carried  1.721,619  pas- 
sengers, more  than  8,000  times  the  209  customers  Western 
served  in  1926. 

The  Los  Angeles-based  company’s  present  34-city, 
12-state,  three-nation  route  system  covers  8,827  miles, 
nearly  14  times  greater  than  the  original  route  mileage 

On  any  single  roundtrip  flight  today  one  of  Western’s 
jetliners  frequently  carries  more  passengers  than  the  com- 
pany transported  in  its  entire  initial  year  of  operation. 

During  its  first  35  years  of  service  to  the  West,  WAL 
introduced  such  innovations  as  in-flight  meal  service, 
four-engine  airliners  and  air-mass  analysis  weather  fore- 
casting. 

Today,  the  pioneer  airline  is  dedicating  its  efforts  to 
full  development  of  the  Jet  Age  in  the  West. 


MPA  Reports 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  your  Montana  Pilots' 
Association  has  a total  of  412  paid  up  active  members 
already  for  the  year  1961.  Great  Falls  Hangar  is  leading 
with  140  and  Billings  closely  following  with  102  As  yet 
the  Scobev  and  Helena  Hangars  have  not  reported  We 
hope  that  with  the  coming  good  flying  weather,  more 
activity  in  flying  will  come  forth  and  that  each  hangar 
will  strive  to  produce  their  own  fly-in  functions  and  thus- 
ly  generate  enthusiasm  for  pilots  to  attend  the  State  func- 
tions such  as  our  annual  "Ship  Wreck”  fly-in  convention 
to  be  held  at  Glasgow  May  26-27  With  the  Glasgow  "Val- 
ley" Hangars'  outstanding  hospitality  extended  to  us, 
I'm  sure  that  you  will  all  find  this  get-together  worth- 
while to  attend. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  the  Flathead  Hangar,  just 
newly  organized,  into  our  association.  The  Flathead  Hang- 
ar is  piloted  by  Tom  Crum.  President;  Jack  Archibald, 
Vice  President  and  Gilbert  E.  Speer,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
At  the  present  time  they  are  flying  24  paid  up  members 
with  prospects  of  growing  strongly.  We  appreciate  your 
support— Flathead  Hangar. 

The  Lethbridge  Flying  Club  of  Alberta  is  inviting  all 
Montana  pilots  to  join  them  on  a Saturday  night  wing- 
ding  to  be  held  at  their  club  facilities  on  the  Lethbridge 
Airport  April  29  with  a lap  over  into  April  30.  If  you 
know  the  Canadians’  hospitality,  you  won't  want  to  miss 
this  fly-in  Be  prepared  to  stay  over  night  and  if  you  want 
reservations,  drop  a line  to:'  John  A~  McDonnell,  1321- 
3rd  Avenue  South,  Lethbridge,  Alberta  for  reservations. 
Return  stop  from  Lethbridge  for  the  Airport  dedication 
at  Chester.  April  30 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  all  at  Lethbridge, 
April  29-30  and  Glasgow  May  26-27. 

Yours  for  safer  flying, 

Scott  Stanley,  President 
P.  O Box  1172 
Great  Falls,  Montana 


Amended  FAA  Regulation  to  Provide 
Additional  Airspace  for  VFR  Flights 

Additional  uncontrolled  airspace  will  be  available  to 
pilots  operating  under  Visual  Flight  Rules  (VFR)  when 
the  flight  visibility  is  less  than  three  miles  as  a result  of 
an  amendment  to  Part  60  of  the  Civil  Air  Regulations 
adopted  by  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency. 

This  will  be  accomplished  generally  by  raising  the 
floor  of  control  areas  (airways)  from  the  existing  700 
feet  above  the  surface  to  at  least  1,200  feet  above  the  sur- 
face thus  providing  an  additional  500  feet  or  more  of  un- 
controlled airspace 

Beneath  control  areas  (airways)  overlying  ground 
obstructions  even  more  uncontrolled  VFK  airspace  will 
he  provided  where  possible  to  afford  VFK  flight  safety 
over  ground  obstructions  such  as  TV-radio  towers,  smoke 
stacks,  etc.  This  will  be  accomplished  by  establishing  the 
control  area  (airways)  floor  at  least  500  feet  below  the 
minimum  enroute  instrument  altitude  (MEA).  Minimum 
enroute  instrument  altitudes  are  presently  established 
at  least  1.000  feet  over  ground  obstructions. 

Specifically,  Amendment  60-21  establishes  that  the 
control  zones  around  airports  shall  normally  be  five  miles 
in  radius  with  extensions  where  necessary  for  arriving 
and  departing  Instrument  Flight  Rules  (IFR)  flights  and 
will  extend  upward  from  the  surface.  Transition  areas  to 
contain  the  flight  paths  of  IFR  aircraft  operating  between 
airports  and  control  areas  will  be  established  around  con- 
trol zones  and  will  have  a floor  of  at  least  1,200  feet. 
However,  transition  areas  with  a floor  of  700  feet  above 
the  surface  will  be  established  at  airports  having  no  con- 
trol zone  but  for  which  instrument  approach  procedures 
have  been  prescribed. 

All  of  the  airspace  beneath  the  floor  of  established 
transition  areas  and  the  control  areas  will  be  uncontrolled 
airspace  and  will  be  available  to  VFR  pilots  when  the 
visibility  is  as  low  as  one  mile. 

The  amendment,  however,  will  have  no  effect  on 
VFK  flights  when  the  flight  visibility  is  more  than  three 
miles.  Whenever  the  flight  visibility  is  less  than  three 
miles,  pilots  may  not  operate  within  controlled  airspace, 
including  the  newly  created  transition  areas,  without  an 
air  traffic  clearance.  The  new  amendment  also  will  per- 
mit the  conduct  of  VFK  operations  “clear  of  clouds"  in 
uncontrolled  airspace  at  and  below  an  altitude  of  1,200 
feet  above  the  surface  instead  of  the  previous  maximum 
of  700  feet. 

Amendment  60-21  also  provides  for  a 300  foot  buf- 
fer zone  between  VFR  and  IFR  flights  operating  within 
transition  areas  and  a 500  foot  buffer  zone  between  VFR 
and  IFR  flights  operating  within  control  areas. 

The  new  amendment  will  not  automatically  revise 
the  structure  of  the  controlled  airspace.  It  will  serve  as 
the  instrument  by  which  revisions  in  the  existing  struc- 
ture may  be  made  on  a case  by  case  basis.  The  public 
will  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  any  pro- 
posed changes.  Amendment  60-21  became  effective  on 
February  21,  1961,  but  due  to  the  complex  nature  of  the 
action  to  be  accomplished,  the  total  revision  of  the  air- 
space structure  cannot  be  completed  for  some  time. 


The  An  Force  credits  Link  Luckett  with  making  the 
highest  landing,  take-off  and  rescue  operation — on  Mt. 
McKinley  (Alaska)  at  18,000  feet  in  a Hiller  12E  heli- 
copter. 


Weather  Bureau  to  Replace 
Flash  Advisories  With 
New  Sigmet  Procedure 

Beginning  June  1,  1961  the  Weather  Bureau  will  is- 
sue in-flight  weather  safety  advisories  in  two  categories 
—SIGMET  and  ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIRCRAFT 
Experience  with  the  “flash  advisory"  service  since  its 
beginning  in  1957  has  shown  the  need  for  two  categories 
of  flight  weather  advisories:  one  applying  specifically 
(but  not  exclusively)  to  the  more  rugged  transport  and 
military  aircraft  and  the  other  applying  to  lighter,  less 
rugged  aircraft  The  new  procedure  is  designed  to  meet 
this  need  and  will  replace  the  present  “flash  advisory" 
rocedure.  As  in  the  case  of  flash  advisories,  the  new 
IGMET  procedure  will  apply  in  the  48  contiguous  states. 
The  effect  of  the  change  will  be  to  identify  under  the 
heading  SIGMET  weather  pheonomena  of  particular  sig- 
nificance to  the  safety  of  transport  category  (multi-en- 
gine aircraft  over  12,500  pounds  gross)  and  other  aircraft, 
and  to  identify  under  the  heading  ADVISORY  FOR 
LIGHT  AIRCRAFT,  weather  phenomena  of  less  severity 
than  that  covered  by  SIGMET.  but  still  important  to  the 
safety  of  light  aircraft  (single  and  twin-engine  aircraft 
of  12,500  pounds  gross  and  less)  It  is  important  to  note 
that  both  SIGMET  and  ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIR- 
CRAFT messages  apply  to  the  operation  of  light  aircraft. 

SIGMET  is  an  advisory  concerning  significant 
meteorological  developments  of  such  severity  as  to  be 
potentially  hazardous  to  transport  category  and  other 
aircraft  in  flight  SIGMET  advisories  will  cover: 
Tornadoes, 

Lines  of  thunderstorms  (squall  lines). 

Hail  %"  or  more, 

Severe  and  extreme  turbulence, 

Heavy  icing,  and 

Widespread  duststorms/sandstorms  lowering  visibil- 
ities to  less  than  2 miles. 

An  ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIRCRAFT  is  an  ad- 
visory concerning  weather  of  such  a degree  as  to  be  po- 
tentially hazardous  to  light  aircraft  but  not  necessarily 
hazardous  to  transport  category  aircraft  ADVISORIES 
FOR  LIGHT  AIRCRAFT  will  cover: 

Moderate  icing, 

Moderate  turbulence. 

The  initial  onset  of  phenomena  producing  extensive 
areas  of  visibilities  less  than  1,000  feet,  including 
mountain  ridges  and  passes;  and 
Winds  of  40  knots  or  more  within  200  feet  of  the  sur- 
face 

Following  are  samples  of  the  two  types  of  advisories: 
SIGMET  NO.  3.  WISCONSIN  SOUTH  OF  LINE 
FROM  LA  CROSS  TO  GREEN  BAY,  HEAVY  ICING  IN 
CLOUDS  4,000  TO  8,000  FEET  MSL. 

ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIRCRAFT  NO.  1.  TEN- 
NESSEE SOUTH  OF  LINE  FROM  DYERSBURG  TO 
NASHVILLE  TO  CROSS  CITY,  CONDITIONS  LOWER- 
ING RAPIDLY  IN  RAIN  AND  FOG  TO  BELOW  800 
FEET  AND  2 MILES  BY  1200C.  HIGHER  TERRAIN  OB- 
SCURED 

SIGMET  NO.  2.  SOLID  LINE  THUNDERSTORMS 
50  MILES  WIDE  FROM  GRAND  ISLAND  TO  HILL 
CITY  TO  GARDEN  CITY  AT  1400  C MOVING  EAST  35 
KNOTS  REACHING  LINCOLN-SALINA-HUTCHIN- 
SON  LINE  BY  1800C.  THUNDERSTORMS  LOCALLY 
SEVERE  WITH  % INCH  HAIL  AND  SEVERE  TO  EX- 
TREME TURBULENCE. 

SIGMET  NO.  1.  SEVERE  CLEAR  AIR  TURBU- 
LENCE EXTENDING  FROM  SOUTH  CENTRAL  VIR- 
GINIA THROUGH  DELAWARE  AT  14,000  TO  24,000 
FEET  ADDITIONAL  ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIR- 
CRAFT. OVER  EASTERN  VIRGINIA,  EASTERN  MARY- 
LAND, AND  DELAWARE  MODERATE  ICING  IN 
CLOUDS  2,000  TO  8,000  FEET  DECREASING  BUT  WITH 
WINDS  LOWER  LEVELS  BECOMING  40  TO  50  KNOTS 
SOON  AFTER  0800E  ACCOMPANIED  BY  MODERATE 
TURBULENCE 

The  purpose  of  this  advisory  service  is  to  make 
available  to  any  aircraft  in  flight  information  on  weather 
which  may  be  hazardous  to  the  flight  Whether  or  not  the 
weather  condition  described  is  potentially  hazardous  to 
a particular  flight  is  for  the  pilot  himself  to  evaluate  on 
the  basis  of  his  own  experience  and  qualifications  and  the 
operational  limits  of  his  aircraft 

SIGMET  and  ADVISORY  FOR  LIGHT  AIRCRAFT 
messages  will  be  broadcast  on  FAA  navigational-aid  voice 
channels  in  a manner  similar  to  that  now  in  effect  for 
flash  advisories.  As  an  additional  service  to  IFR  traffic, 
an  alerting  broadcast  will  be  made  on  traffic  control  fre- 
quencies to  alert  IFR  flights  whenever  pertinent  SIGMET 
information  is  being  broadcast  on  navigational-aid  voice 
channels. 


Gallatin  Field  Fly-In— May  14 

Mark  Hampton  of  Bozeman  has  asked  that  we  advise 
all  Montana  pilots  of  a fly-in  breakfast  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing May  14  at  Gallatin  Field. 

The  program  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Bozeman 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Gallatin  County  Airport 
Board,  Flight  Line,  Inc.  and  the  Gallatin  Flying  Service. 

Prizes  will  be  given  for  various  aviation  activities 
and  as  a special  added  attraction,  breakfast  will  be  free 
to  any  pilot  who  can  produce  Ins  current  Montana  Aero- 
nautics Commission  pilot  registration  certificate. 

This  Gallatin  Field  open  house  will  be  the  first  of 
many  recreational  events  which  are  being  scheduled  for 
this  Spring  and  Summer. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  in  Belgrade 
at  the  breakfast  and  tell  your  friends. 


Henry  Hendrickson 
Vice  Chairman 

Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 


Henry  and  Mrs.  Hendrickson  live  at  Charlo.  He  rep- 
resents the  County  Commissioners  on  the  Montana  Aero- 
nautics Commission,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  at  Lake  County. 

He  is  a native  of  Montana  and  came  to  the  Flathead 
Valley  when  it  was  opened  for  settlement  with  his  new 
wife,  in  the  traditional  covered  wagon  from  the  Big  Hole 
country.  He  hus  been  in  the  ranching  and  farming  busi- 
ness all  of  his  life. 

Henry  never  misses  an  opportunity  to  travel  by  air 
and  believes  that  the  airplane  is  here  to  stay.  Commis- 
sioner Hendrickson  has  served  on  the  Commission  since 
1957. 


Alaska  Air  Tour  Schedule 

Monday,  May  29  (Day  D 

Flight  "A”  form  at  Great  Falls  10:30  A.M 

Lunch,  briefing,  Send-off  by  Great  Falls  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Fly  to  Lethbridge  after  lunch 
Clear  Canadian  Customs. 

Barbcque,  program  and  dance  at  Lethbridge  Flying 
Club. 

Overnight. 

Flight  "B"  form  at  Glasgow  10:30  A.M. 

Lunch,  briefing,  Send-off  by  Glasgow  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Fly  to  Regina,  Check  Customs 
Banquet,  program. 

Overnight. 

Tuesday,  May  30  (Day  2) 

Flight  "A” 

Fly  to  Calgary  in  the  Morning 
Lunch  with  Calgary  Rotary  Club 
Fly  to  Edmonton  in  afternoon. 

Banquet  and  program  furnished  by  Edmonton  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce. 

Flight  "B" 

Fly  to  Saskatoon  in  morning 
Lunch 

Fly  to  Edmonton  to  Join  Flight  "A” 

Banquet  and  program,  Edmonton  C.  of  C 
Wednesday,  May  31  (Day  3> 

Briefing  by  Canadian  Department  of  Transport 
Fly  to  Dawson  Creek  (Mile  "O"  Alaska  Highway) 
Lunch  with  Dawson  Creek  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Fly  to  Fort  Nelson  in  afternoon 
Dinner  and  party,  Fort  Nelson  C.  of  C. 

Overnight. 

Thursday,  June  1 (Day  4) 

Fly  to  Watson  Lake,  Yukon  Territory  in  A.M 
Lunch 

Fly  to  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory  in  P M 
Dinner  and  program  with  Board  of  Trade 
Overnight 

Friday,  June  2 (Day  5) 

Fly  to  Northway,  Alaska 
Check  U S.  Customs 
Lunch 

Fly  to  Fairbanks,  Alaska 

Overnight.  Lodging  University  of  Alaska 

Saturday,  June  3 (Day  6) 

Tours,  sightseeing  your  choice 
Banquet  and  program  in  the  evening,  Fairbanks 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
Overnight 

Sunday,  June  4 (Day  7) 

Fly  to  Anchorage,  Alaska,  via  Mt.  McKinley 
Park  during  the  day. 

Overnight 

Monday,  June  5 (Day  8) 

Chamber  of  Commerce  lunch. 

Banquet  and  program  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  June  6 (Day  9) — Wednesday,  June  7 (Day  10)  and 
Thursday,  June  8 (Day  11) 

Return  to  Montana. 


When  airplanes  were  a novelty  a passenger  paid 
$25.00  for  a five  minute  demonstration  flight. 


WINDSOCKS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  on  hand 
a good  supply  of  24"  standard  white  wind  socks  for 
sale  at  $8.00  each. 


Department  of  Psychology 

One  of  the  continuing  problems  in  maintaining  pilot 
proficiency  is  judging  when  the  cure  becomes  worse  than 
the  malady.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  pilots  flying 
twin-engine  airplanes,  and  particularly  new  pilots  flying 
them,  need  a lot  more  practice  than  they  get  in  simulat- 
ing engine  failures  on  takeoff  Ideally,  a prop  would  be 
feathered,  and  some  check  pilots  require  this;  others 
simply  set  up  a presumed  zero-thrust  condition  on  one 
engine,  but  you’re  never  sure  about  that.  Then,  in  sum- 
mer the  operating  engine  gets  too  hot  and  in  winter  the 
feathered  or  idling  engine  too  cold  And  there  are  other 
reasons,  or  excuses  (and  valid  ones),  why  this  sort  of 
practice  is  uninviting. 

The  sudden  yaw,  of  course,  is  the  big  up-setter  in  an 
actual  engine  failure  on  take-off,  but  we  wonder  if  the 
desired  degree  of  proficiency  in  that  can't  be  adequate 
acquired  during  simulations  at  altitude. 

Which  would  leave,  then,  the  other  and  possibly  ma- 
jor part  of  the  failure  on  take-off  problem,  which  is  the 
visual  distractions  of  a true  single-engine  climb-out  and 
go  around. 

We  have  this  suggestion  for  a safer  and  more  invit- 
ing and  less  hard  on  equipment  method  of  getting  ex- 
perience in  what  it’s  like  flying  a relative  high  minimum- 
speed  and  low  rate  of  climb  airplane  when  the  chips  are 
down  and  you  have  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  airspeed 
than  the  ground:  right  after  take-off  simply  throttle  both 
engines  back  to  the  power  settings  which  will  give  only 
the  maximum  single-engine  rate  of  climb  at  optimum  en- 
gine-out  speed.  In  short,  throttle  back  to  where  it  will 
climb  only  250  f.p.m.  at  100  mph  (if  those  are  the  chips- 
down  figures  for  the  particular  airplane)  and  then  fly 
it  on  out  and  around  at  this  particular  setting.  This  will 
at  least  simulate  the  distracting  optical  effects  of  a true 
engine-out  circuit,  and  we  believe  it  is  the  pressure  from 
them  which  often  upsets  a pilot's  ability  to  stick  to  his  at- 
all-costs  precise  speed  control. 

In  short,  the  objective  is  more  practice  at  less  risk 
Do  you  have  any  suggestions,  or  pertinent  experience 
which  might  be  passed  on? 

FOR  SALE : Piper  PA-18  "135",  1953  1610  TT,  Majored  onre, 

140  STOH.  Shielded  ignition,  landing  lights,  always  hangared, 
good  condition  and  never  wrecked.  Price  S3, 000.  Elmer  T.  Bret- 
tene,  R.F.D.,  Gildford,  Montana. 

WANTED:  Used  Cessna  180  or  Piper  Super  Cub  PA-18.  Good 

condition.  Tony  Schwaam,  Airport  Mgr.,  Anchorage  Interna- 
tional Airport,  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

FOR  SALE:  One  Hundred  & fifty  horse  power  Super  Cub. 
415  hrs.  total  time,  just  rellcensed.  Sorenson  Spray  unit  included. 
Price  S5.700.00.  E.  J.  Roberts,  Wolf  Point,  Montana. 

Northwest  Earns  $1.6  Million  Despite  Strike 

Northwest  Airlines  reported  1960  earnings  of  $1,625,- 
765,  or  75c  per  common  share  after  provision  for  $592,244 
dividends  on  preferred  stock.  The  figure  compares  with  a 
net  of  $5,713,512  or  $3.68  per  common  share,  after  provi- 
sion for  $610,559  for  preferred  dividends,  in  1959. 

Northwest  had  1960  revenues  of  $123,361,479,  includ- 
ing $922,128  paid  under  the  airlines’  strike  mutual  aid 
agreement.  This  compares  with  $126,029,501  in  1959.  North- 
west's report  noted  that  it  ended  the  year  with  a profit 
in  spite  of  a number  of  factors  which  contributed  to  a 
drop  from  1959.  These  were:  Its  Electra  accident;  delay 
in  accepting  additional  Electras  due  to  need  for  govern- 
ment approval  of  modifications;  delay  in  DC-8  deliveries 
as  a result  of  the  July  pilots’  strike;  its  flight  engineers 
strike,  and  a general  softening  of  trunkline  traffic  in  the 
last  half  of  I960.  Operating  expenses  were  $118,867,785 
up  from  $115,120,583  in  1959.  Operating  expenses  were 
$4  493.694.  down  from  $10,908,918  in  1959 

Northwest  said  that  its  purchase  of  six  Boeing  720Bs 
will  cost  $36,772,000  Of  this  amount  $10  million  is  avail- 
able as  unused  credit  from  a 1958  bank  loan;  $9  million 
becomes  available  as  a result  of  extension  to  1962  of  the 
initial  repayments  which  otherwise  would  be  due  in  1961 
Issuance  of  subordinated  notes  to  Boeing  will  provide 
$7.5  million  and  its  bank  credit  will  be  increased  from 
$32.5  million  to  $42.5  million,  NWA  said.  One-half  of  the 
notes  to  Boeing  have  been  issued  as  down  payment  and 
the  remainder  will  be  issued  on  a prorata  basis  as  the 
aircraft  are  delivered. 


JVewA  JletteA. 


P.  O.  Box  1698 
Helena,  Montana 


Does  Your  Community  Hove  an  Adequate  Airport? 

Fifteen  years  ago  it  was  unusual  to  hear  of  a company 
which,  in  the  process  of  selecting  a new  plant  site,  ex- 
ressed  a need  for  nearby  airport  facilities  The  field  of 
usiness  aviation  had  not  grown  to  its  present  proportions 
at  that  time  Now,  however,  the  reverse  is  the  case;  and 
in  many  instances,  the  decision  by  a company  to  favor  one 
community  over  another  when  they  seemingly  have  other- 
wise equal  facilities,  often  hinges  on  the  airport 

To  point  up  some  of  the  economic  and  social  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  by  having  a new  factory  employ- 
ing 100  workers  in  a community,  we  list  here  some  sta- 
tistics as  given  by  the  U.  S Chamber  of  Commerce.  In 
such  a case,  the  community  could  gain: 

296  more  people 
112  more  households 
51  more  school  children 
$590,000  more  personal  income  each  year 
$270,000  more  bank  deposits 

107  more  passenger  cars  registered 
174  more  workers  employed 
4 more  retail  establishments 
$360,000  more  retail  sales  per  year 


April  Showers 

After  this  past  winter,  they'll  be  more  than  welcome. 
There  is,  though,  something  that  pilots  should  remind 
themselves  of  each  year  at  this  time  of  all  the  months, 
April  has  the  most  weather  accidents.  This  does  not  mean 
that  April  weather  is  worse  than  that  of  other  months; 
it  means,  simply,  that  we  think  winter  is  over  and  it 
isn’t.  The  effect  is  on  planning  We  need  to  be  even  more 
careful  than  normal  about  alternates  and  fuel  aboard 
and  winds  aloft  forecasts. 

April  is  a transition  period  in  which  the  rather  uni- 
formly predictable  pattern  of  winter  weather  systems  and 
their  movements  is  changing  over  to  the  slower  moving 
and  often  less  vigorous  systems  of  the  summer  months. 
In  between  these  periods,  Old  Man  Winter  often  reap- 
pears, for  a day,  and  takes  another  haymaker  at  the  ad- 
vancing belt  of  warmer  air  that  means  spring,  and  finally 
summer.  And  thus  winter's  fury  is  at  last  spent.  But  dur- 
ing that  time  when  the  ground  is  getting  finally  warmed 
up  and  the  warm  air  masses  are  getting  their  northern 
outposts  firmly  established,  we  need  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  weather  pace  can  quicken,  sometimes  suddenly  and 
rather  unpredictably,  and  we  can  find  ourselves  dealing 
with  not  Spring  or  Summer  Weather,  but  Winter's  last 
storm 

— National  Pilots  Service  Bulletin 


Joke  Pot 

While  the  Air  Force  Accident  Reviewing  Committee 
was  questioning  the  pilots  of  all  planes  involved  in  ac- 
cidents during  the  past  few  months,  they  were  expecting 
the  usual  run-of-the-mill  excuses.  However,  the  first 
young  pilot  surpised  them  all:  "Sir.  I ran  out  of  air  speed, 
altitude  and  ideas  simultaneously.” 

# • • 

CAN’T  COOK.  EITHER 

A husband  came  home  unexpectedly,  and  found  his 
best  friend  in  juxtaposition  with  his  wife,  and  blurted 
out.  “What  in  Hell  are  you  doing?"  And  the  wife  grunted. 
"See,  Daddyo,  I told  you  he  was  stupid.” 

• • • 

Two  beatniks  watched  a jet  plane  streak  across  the 

sky.  Suddenly  the  plane  burst  into  flame,  and  the  pilot 
used  his  ejection  seat  to  get  clear. 

“Man,”  said  one  beatnik,  "dig  that  crazy  toaster.” 


It  was  the  end  of  the  third  world  war.  There  was  only 
one  surviving  human  being  on  earth,  and  finally  he,  too, 
keeled  over.  An  ape  and  his  mate  were  sitting  in  a tree 
watching  this,  and  suddenly  one  of  them  turned  to  the 
other  and  said,  "My  God,  do  we  have  to  start  this  whole 
damn  mess  all  over  again?" 
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